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Background
In May 2018, the European Union (EU) General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) became EU-wide law. The regulation does allow for individual countries to make their own interpretations in certain areas. In the UK, GDPR has been supplemented by enacting the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018 to provide additional detail.

Information about the current guideline
It is now over a year since this has been in force, but how does this complex piece of legislation relating to personal data affect you?



  




GDPR sets out the requirements for data controllers and data processors on how to handle personal data (box 1). It also includes additional measures required when processing special category data and criminal offence data. The law covers all processing of personal data, except where it is used for purely private use, such as taking holiday photos. However, if you shared these publicly via social media, for example, on Twitter, these would potentially be covered by GDPR as you are no longer intending them just for personal or private use.
Box 1 Definitions
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) definitions are similar to those of the Data Protection Act (DPA) 1998. The only major changes are that sensitive data have now become special category data, and criminal offence data have their own category instead of being part of the sensitive data category. GDPR definitions are as follows:
Data controllers: entities (a person or a group of individuals, such as a committee or an organisation) that make decisions about how and why to process personal data.
Data processors: those who process personal data on behalf of controllers. They do not make any decisions and can only follow the instructions of the data controller. They will often be providing a service, such as collecting and collating survey results on behalf of another organisation.
Data subject: the individual who is the subject … 




View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent for publication Not required.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Guideline reviewGeneral data protection regulation: What does this mean in terms of law and ethics?

Adam Lawton


Archives of Disease in Childhood - Education and Practice 2020; 105 294-295   Published Online First:  20 Jan 2020. doi: 10.1136/archdischild-2019-318519 



	Guideline reviewGeneral data protection regulation: What does this mean for research?

Michelle Heys
Rosalind L Smyth


Archives of Disease in Childhood - Education and Practice 2020; 105 296-297   Published Online First:  20 Jan 2020. doi: 10.1136/archdischild-2018-316055 



	Guideline reviewGeneral Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018: What does this mean for clinicians?

Bridget Francis


Archives of Disease in Childhood - Education and Practice 2020; 105 298-299   Published Online First:  20 Jan 2020. doi: 10.1136/archdischild-2018-316057 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£110)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£110)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1743-0593Print ISSN: 1743-0585

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


