





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: ADC Education & Practice Edition]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 92, Issue 4 
	The importance of re-evaluation, re-investigation and follow-up of adrenal insufficiency


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Problem solving in clinical practice


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      The importance of re-evaluation, re-investigation and follow-up of adrenal insufficiency
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	C Russo, 
	E J Davis, 
	P R Betts, 
	J H Davies

	Department of Paediatric Endocrinology, Southampton University Hospital, Southampton, UK


	For correspondence:
 Dr J H Davies
 Department of Paediatric Endocrinology, Southampton University Hospital, Tremona Road, Southampton SO16 6YD, UK; justin.davies{at}suht.swest.nhs.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/adc.2005.081554

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      
      Gareth was born in 1982 as a normal delivery at term, birth weight 2.92 kg, and had normal Apgar scores following an uneventful pregnancy. Five hours after delivery he was hypothermic and was found to have a blood glucose of 1.0 mmol/l. The hypoglycaemia resolved with continuous nasogastric feeds followed by three-hourly bottle feeds. He was discharged from hospital three days later.

      At 5 weeks of age he presented to his general practitioner (GP) with an eight-hour history of episodes of floppiness associated with a dusky complexion. There had been a one-week preceding history of coryzal illness and a cough with intermittent episodes of cyanosis. In the preceding weeks there had been poor weight gain, he had been slow to feed and had occasional non-projectile vomiting. The GP suggested that the most likely diagnosis was a viral upper respiratory tract infection but, given the history, he arranged for the baby to be admitted for further evaluation at the local hospital.



  





      On arrival the baby was apyrexial, hypotonic and poorly perfused. Further examination revealed normal heart sounds with palpable upper limb pulses but impalpable femoral pulses, a shallow and irregular respiratory effort, and hepatomegaly of 3–4 cm with normal genitalia. There were normal spontaneous movements and no abnormal posturing. A full septic screen was performed and he was commenced on intravenous antibiotics. The microscopy and culture of the blood, urine and cerebrospinal fluid was not suggestive of infection. His initial biochemical investigations are shown in table 1.
View this table:	In this window
	In a new window




            Table 1
           
             Initial biochemical results

          



    

      COMMENT

      
        
	
            In an ill 5-week-old baby, it is important to ascertain the perinatal history. Specifically, there should be enquiry as to whether or not there was a history of pyrexia during labour, prolonged rupture of membranes, maternal group B streptococcus carriage and whether or not the mother or baby was given antibiotics … 
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