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Study design


Design: Population-based prospective data-linkage study.

Participants: All infants born in California, USA, between 2010 and 2016 (3 455 985 infants), identified through birth records.

Exposure: Child Protection Service (CPS) records were accessed to identify reports of child maltreatment and the number of maltreatment reports per child. All allegations of maltreatment were included, regardless of the outcome of any ensuing child protection investigations. CPS records were also used to identify children who subsequently spent time in foster care.

Outcome: Infant death from any medical cause outside the neonatal period (between 28 and 365 days of age), identified through California state death records (1051 deaths). Deaths from injuries, including injuries related to child maltreatment, were not included.

Main results

Compared with infants without maltreatment reports, infants reported once for maltreatment had an increased risk of death … 
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