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Background
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a major health threat. In 2011, the UK’s chief medical officer’s annual report described AMR as an ‘apocalyptic scenario’1 in which common infections would become untreatable, and young children, arguably the most susceptible to infectious disease, would bear the burden.
The problem is caused by overuse and misuse of antibiotics resulting in the survival and spread of resistant bacteria. A recently published review on AMR (2016), outlines the enormity of the problem: ‘by 2050, 10 million lives a year… are at risk due to the rise of drug-resistant infections if we do not find proactive solutions now. Even today, 7 00 000 people die of resistant infections every year’.2




  




The clinician plays a major role in one of the identified solutions: antimicrobial stewardship to preserve drug effectiveness (box 1). This can be a particular challenge in paediatrics: a feverish child may have a serious bacterial infection, almost impossible—at first—to distinguish from a self-limiting viral infection. In neonates, sepsis can be particularly difficult to identity; therefore, in both cases, antibiotics are often given as a precautionary measure.
Box 1 Definitions
	Antimicrobial stewardship: ‘an organisational or healthcare-system-wide approach to promoting and monitoring judicious use of antimicrobials to preserve their future effectiveness’,

	Antimicrobial resistance: ‘loss of effectiveness of any anti-infective medicine, including anti-viral, anti-fungal, antibacterial and anti-parasitic medicines’.3






Information about current guideline
The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) was appointed by the Department of Health and Public Health England to produce the guideline: ‘Antimicrobial stewardship: systems and processes for effective antimicrobial medicine use’3 (box 2). This addresses the growing threat of AMR by promotion of evidence based directives for appropriate antimicrobial use.
The guideline covers information relevant to commissioning organisations and system management as well as clinicians. This review, however, will only focus on information relevant to the clinician and includes other … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Twitter @gabriellamorley

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£110)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£110)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via RCPCH  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health]
	[image: The European Society for Developmental Perinatal and Pediatric Pharmacology]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1743-0593Print ISSN: 1743-0585

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


